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DESCRIPTION OF
PROJECT
The task is to redesign and refine the St James Town
Community Co-op in order to help the members of
the community. Our team focused greatly on
accessibility and inclusivity for all, physically and
mentally, especially knowing how there are users of
the garden who require mobility devices. Another
focus was to foster a sense of community in the
community garden.

SITE CONTEXT
When looking at small site, and the amount of
people it had to serve, we knew we needed to
make this garden as efficient as possible.
With this goal in mind, we decided to add
planters with plots long enough for many
owners, but still short enough that people are
able to walk comfortably around them,
including those in wheelchairs. St James town
also has a large number of apartment
buildings, giving families decreased access to
green space. This impacted our design when
we considered how much of the space we
wanted to be used for recreational activities or
for gardening.

SITE USERS
We understand that St. James town is one of the most diverse
neighborhoods in Toronto. We have a melting pot of different
races, ages, and religions, and kept this in mind when creating the
garden. An example of this is that our educational signs will be
written in English, French, Talog, Chinese, and Tamil, making them
accessible for and useful for all users.

ACESSIBILITY
After first learning about the users
of the Garden, we immediately
knew that accessibility must be a
key component of the garden. With
this in mind, we decided to have
metal planters with rounded edges
to prevent users from scratching
themselves, added ramps, and
made sure the garden will have an
even ground as possible (i..e no
gravel or wood chips).

COMMUNITY
Community is an important aspect
of our design of the St James coop
Center. We have included different
facilities and gathering areas for
people of all ages. For example,
benches are utilized, because there
is no distinct limit of the amout of
people who can sit on a bench in
comparison to a chair. We would
like this garden to be a safe place
for the community.

EDUCATION
It was important to us that this garden be
educational. This garden will be an
additional community space for those
living in St. James Town, and will be a place
where people come together and without
realizing it will be helping to educate each
other through their individual interactions
when they exchange ideas, perspective,
advice, etc. Additionally the signs posted
in the garden (in multiple languages) will
help users understand more about the
environment including relevant topics
such as sustainability and the extinction of
animals.
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